National Oral Health Conference.

Head Start...

e A comprehensive child development program
e Nearly one million children enrolled

e Majority of enrollees are four years old

e Living at or below federal poverty level

e Mainstreams children with disabilities

Service-Learning is...

..A structured learning experience that combines
community service with explicit academic
learning objectives, preparation and reflection

Dental and dental hygiene students

Distinglions Among Seruice Programs

Recipient {1 Beneficiary =) provider
Service <& Focus ﬂ Learner

1. Academic Link

e Course based




Clearly specify what service
and what learning will occur

5. Sustained Service

e Sustained —
- Plan to maintain the relationship for
many years
- Involve each student in multiple
events/programs
- >20 hours of involvement fosters a
true service-learning experience

2. Sustained Community Partnerships ‘

e Develop a long term relationship

e Head Start Performance Standards identify
requirements to be fulfilled; Dental Schools
identify skills to be learned by dental & dental
hygiene students

4. Broad Preparation

e Dental students should learn
about

- History and objectives of Head
Start

~ Barriers to oral health that may
exist in this population
— The role policy makers play in
sustaining Head Start

6. Reciprocal Learning -

e Traditional definitions of teacher
and learner are intentionally blurred




7. Guided Reflection

e The link between service and

A Reflectic Framework

What 7
So Wha?

Mapping Service-Learning Reflection

' 4 Before During After

Alone Journal entry Structured Reflective essay
about expectations | journals Letter of advocacy

With Discussion about | Discussion Team presentation

8. Community Engagement

e Developing citizenship skills and
achieving social change

9. Ongoing Evaluation
Improvement
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Scholarly Publications
Community Based Participatory Research
Demonstrate Positive Impact on Teaching

Service-Learning is Mutually
Beneficial:

What Community Partners Like about
Service-Learning

e Receive needed services

Resources:

e National Head Start Oral Health Resource
Center

<http://www.mchoralhealth.org/HeadStart/ind
ex.html>

Gmmunity Based
pmenme Measure:

Points of departure: Service-
Learning and Clinical Education

Service-Learning includes:
e Balance between service and learning
e Emphasis on addressing community-identified

Service-Learning is Mutually
Beneficial:

What Health Professions Schools Like
about Service-Learning

e Additional depth in teaching




